
I am pleased to report the activities of the
South Country Education Fund to you, our
supporters. The foundation uses our re-
sources to enrich our children’s education
by supporting programs which we feel will
improve the educational experience.

The foundation supports programs at all grade levels in
all the district’s schools.  We also support community-
based educational activities.  As I write this, we have just
finished our annual grant process. We will fund over
$23,000 in grants to our teachers, student groups and
community organizations.

In addition, in response to the district’s being on a con-
tingency budget, which curtails funds for assemblies and
other special events, we are awarding over $4,000 in grants
to provide such activities.  We will also be reaching out to
the administration of the buildings and will help them with
funding for special projects during the school year.

The foundation is supporting music education through
the Becker/Gambles Music Fund.  We have an Instrument
Donation Program to accept donations of musical instru-
ments for use in our schools and we provide scholarships
to students for summer study.  Last summer we supported
summer study for music students for a total of $ 4,000.
This year we will continue this level of support.  In addi-
tion, we held three concerts this year and hope to host
more next year.  Two concerts are already scheduled.  In
January, the SUNY Fredonia Jazz Ensemble will give an
evening concert and will work with our students during
the day. In March, the Daedalus Quartet will return to con-
duct master classes for our students and present an evening
concert.  Be sure to watch for the exact dates and times and
to attend these wonderful events.

Please consider using the form on the last page to make
a donation to the foundation.  In these difficult financial
times our children need all the support they can get.  Please
help us to continue to enrich their education.  Thank you.  

—G E N E W E S T H O F F, P re s i d e n t

Current students of  Students for Environmental Quality
(SEQ) and advisor Dan O'Connor met with Art Cooley the
founding advisor of the club, former BHS teacher and past
president of the South Country Education Foundation at
the Post-Morrow Annex in Brookhaven this fall.  O'Connor
and SEQ are recipients of a SCEF educational grant to doc-
ument the history of the club by researching files and
scrapbooks and interviewing former club members, offi-
cers and advisors.  

If you were a member and would like to contribute to
the project, please contact SEQ at info@scefonline.org.

—D AVA S T R AV I N S K Y

Seated left to right: Marvin Loewen, retired BHS teacher and
former advisor to SEQ; founder Art Cooley, and current
president Jessica Scordamaglia
Standing left to right: Dan O'Connor, SEQ advisor; Rebecca
Kusa, Louie Stravinsky, Charlie Stravinsky, and Rachel Pokorny

You might not know it, but in the courtyard of South
Country’s Frank P. Long Intermediate School there is a
beautiful garden lush with decorative flowers, shrubs,
trees, and ornamental decorations.  The garden, which
expanded from a small plot to the entire courtyard over the
past four years, is the result of the school’s Garden Club.
Fourth- and fifth-graders with “green thumbs” who are
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members of the Garden Club meet before school or at
lunchtime about four times a week to maintain the garden
and learn about the different plants and flowers and their
care.  Several Memorial Gardens honoring individuals con-
nected with the school who have passed away have also
been planted over the years.

The Garden Club was the brainchild of Frank P. Long
teacher Peter Cisek.  Several years ago he heard about a
$500 grant from radio station WBAB for educators who
needed seed money to start a special program.  Mr. Cisek’s
proposal won one of the only five grants, beating out 78
other entries from across Long Island.  While that WBAB
grant got the garden off the ground, yearly assistance from
the South Country Education Foundation has kept the
flowers blooming every year since.  The Garden Club is
totally self-sustaining, and not funded by the school bud-
get.

“Right now, we’re planting mums, but soon we’ll be
getting the garden prepared for winter,” said Garden Club
Advisor Peter Cisek.  “We also just won a grant from an
organization that will be providing us with 200 Dutch
Tulip Bulbs which we’ll plant now for the spring.”  Mr.
Cisek says that most of the nine- and ten-year-old club
members stay with the club for the full two years they
attend Frank P. Long and utilize what they learn about
weeding and maintenance from the club to help their par-
ents around their own yards and gardens.  In fact, Mr.
Cisek says that parents are so appreciative of his club that
they regularly donate Home Depot and Sears Hardware gift
cards so the club can purchase more supplies.  Many of the
students also join his Woodworkers Club which creates
useful handmade items from wood and then donates them
back to the PTA and South Country Education Foundation
for raffle prizes.

“The garden is an excellent way for our students to
enhance and refine their understanding of concepts taught
in the classroom and to apply the scientific principals, con-

cepts, and theories pertaining to our living environment in
real life,” said Mr. Cisek.  “In addition, students take pride
in the garden and learn about responsibility and working
collaboratively.”  

To learn more about the Garden Club and see a
slideshow of the garden, make tracks to the club’s Web site
on the district’s Internet site.  Go to www.southcountry.org,
click-on “Schools”, “Frank P. Long”, “Classrooms”, and
then “Room 13”.

The music education program of the South Country School
District is one of the best in the state.  This exceptional
music program enriches the lives of all our students.  The
Instrument Donation Program continues to provide our
students with necessary instruments without the added
expense.  We would especially like to thank Ann Bluestein,
from Brookhaven Elementary for her generous donation of
a violin.  The donation of this single instrument will allow
numerous students over many years the ability to expand
their music studies.

The Instrument Donation Program is an ongoing pro-
gram of SCEF.  If you have an instrument not being used,
please consider donating it!  The instruments will be exam-
ined and reconditioned if necessary.  If interested, please
contact Karen Rowley at 286-0975.

—J A C K I E K E N D R I C K

South Country Education Foundation

Club members Robby DeGuido,
Synthia Harrison, Erick Sanchez,
Megan Cassidy, Jenna O’Neill,
Kacy Parente, Delaney Taca,
Matthew Posch, Michelle Kinney,
Thomas Hummel, Reflecshun Johnson
and Vicky Verntura with Garden Club
Advisor Peter Cisek.

(Photo and article by Jason Belkin are reprinted

from “Soundings”, the school district newsletter.)



Past and present SCEF presidents Dava Stravinsky and
Gene Westhoff greet partygoers at the bayside home of
Chantal and Richard Berman.

Hostess Chantal Berman, above,
enjoys the crowd while at left
volunteer Ken Budny shucks
clams; and the beautiful baskets
and other silent auction items
await their successful bidders. 

.

Chuck and Marna Davis with their new car.  The car 
was donated to the foundation by Harold Snedcof of
Bellport.  The winning bid of $12,500 along with the
other proceeds of the party will help fund many valuable
programs which will enhance educational offerings to the
children in the schools of the South Country School District.



More than 435 runners participated in the  Bellport Clipper
Classic 5k race and 62 competitors walked in the 1500m
fun walk.  The winning times were faster then last year’s
race even though the weather was extremely humid.

We look forward to blue skies and a cooler temperature
next year.  Full results can be found on our website,
www.scefonline.org or www.start2finish.com.

Special thanks to our sponsors King Kullen Grocery
Co., Inc., Swezey Fuel Co., Inc., Brookhaven Eye Surgery,
PC, Palermo Paving, Frank R. Egan, DDS Orthodontics,
Island Sports Physical Therapy, Eileen A. Green Realty
Corp., Brown’s Jeep Chrysler Subaru, Painters’, Long Island
Advance,  Crystal Light On the Go, Sil-Kraft Custom Screen
Printing, Searles Graphics, Inc. and the BTA.  

Many organizations helped out including the Bellport,
Brookhaven, and Hagerman Fire Departments, the South
C o u n t ry A mbulance Company, Suffolk County Police
Department, Suffolk County Department of Public Works,

South Country School District and the Village of Bellport.
These groups make the race possible.  

The top finishers were:  

The Top 3 Mal e Fi ni shers i n the 5K R u n :
1S T Dave deWolfe, Setauket 0 : 1 5 : 5 3 . 5
2N D Mike Gibney, Wading River 0 : 1 5 : 5 6 . 1
3R D Greg Sinnott, Center Moriches 0 : 1 6 : 0 3 . 2

The Top 3 Femal e Fi ni shers i n the 5K R u n :
1S T Lyndsey Webber, Sayville 0 : 1 8 : 2 5 . 4
2N D Christa Winslow, Binghamton 0 : 1 9 : 3 5 . 7
3R D Kelly Powell, E. Patchogue 0 : 1 9 : 5 6 . 5

The Top 3 Fi ni shers i n the 1.5M Wa l k :
1S T Jamieson Merrill 0 : 1 0 : 2 2 . 9
2N D Victoria Richard 0 : 1 0 : 4 6 . 8
3R D Reina Van Florke 0 : 1 0 : 5 1 . 3

Racing toward the finish line...
and then to feasting at the chow line



fourth and fifth graders.  This program will enable students
to communicate with students in other classrooms and
schools.

Mr. Perkins stated in his application that his project
would have students interacting, debating and collaborat-
ing with other classrooms and students within the school.
The program has the potential to eventually connect mid-
dle school students and teachers with their counterparts in
the high school.

The foundation is enabling this program through the
purchase of two Logitech Quickcam Orbit PC cameras and
two computer cards.

j Bellport High School:
Suzette Fandale $993.94

Students in the BHS Photography Program will have the
opportunity to explore portrait photography through sepia
tones and darkroom techniques typical of the early days of
photography.

The 45 students in the class will each choose a signifi-
cant figure in their lives and create a portrait that defines
the subject and suggests a link to the photographer. The
photograph will be processed according to “old world”
techniques.

The class will choose about 15 photographs for a dis-
play during Youth Art Month in the spring.  

The foundation is underwriting the project through the
purchase of supplies.

j Bellport High School:
Juliette Marotta $1000.

Juliette Marotta will head an East Asian Art project that will
expose high school students to the work and techniques of
Sung-Sook Setton, a native of South Korea who now
resides in Setauket.

During a three-day workshop, about 65 students will
study with Ms. Setton who was trained in brush painting
and calligraphy under Korean and Chinese masters.

The workshop will give students an opportunity to
explore East Asian culture and attitudes while they work
with a professional artist noted for unusual brush tech-
niques.

j Bellport High School:
Tim Hogan $1000.

“Jazz Night,” an evening performance of district jazz
ensembles featuring a guest artist will be funded by the
Foundation this year.  The program was originally part of
the district’s music budget but was eliminated due to the
failure of the annual budget.
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The Bellport Clipper Classic Scholarship Race raises
money for Bellport High School graduating seniors.  The
following 2005 graduates received awards to help them
further their education:

Brittani Cotton Timothy Nelson
Charisse Cotton Kyle Nolan
Julie Fehn Meaghan Polis
Ashley Healy Dylan Roden
Micah Heineck Owen Smith
Andre’ Isla Amanda Wayne
Samantha Mele Katie Weider
Patrick Muzzonigro Shakir Willett

It takes the whole community to support both this race
and the students of the South Country School District.
SCEF greatly appreciates the support of this fine Bellport
tradition in the efforts made by the dozens of volunteers
who participate each year.  We also thank the spectators
who line the streets to cheer the competitors and the resi-
dents who put up with temporary road closures so that the
event can happen.  Sunday, July 9, 2006 is the date for next
year’s race.  For more information go to www.scefonline.org

—L O R I K L A M U T

The South Country Education Foundation supports art,
language and computer projects with its fall grants pro-
gram.  Due to the success of this year’s fund-raising cam-
paign, SCEF will be able to fund two rounds of grants this
year, one in the fall and the other in the spring. 

Fall grant applications were read in October and the
three-member committee recommended the following re-
quests for grant money.

j Kreamer Street School Library: 
Chrisine Belford, Librarian $900.21

This project will create a special collection of bilingual
books that will enable students learning English as their
second language to feel welcome in the library setting.
Research indicates that students who strengthen their liter-
acy skills in their native tongue will succeed more rapidly
in the acquisition of a new language.  Each year there are
30-35 students learning English as their second language at
the Kreamer Street Elementary School. 

j Frank P. Long Intermediate School:
David Perkins, 4th grade teacher $399.96

An interactive, technology-based video conferencing pro-
gram will be initiated at the intermediate school serving



South Country Education Foundation

The program is designed to build a more comprehen-
sive jazz program in the district.  Musicians from Bellport
Middl e School, the high school and Frank P. Long
Intermediate School will participate.

The foundation grant covers the cost of the guest artist
who will work with students in rehearsals and workshops
in preparation for the “Jazz Night” performance.  

He has read at all of the leading colleges and universities in
our country, has appeared several times on NPR’s A Prairie
Home Companionwith Garrison Keillor, delivered a poem
on the floor of the United States Senate, and on a Sunday
afternoon in early November he graced the auditorium
stage of the Bellport Middle School on Kreamer Street.

Billy Collins read for nearly an hour for a large group of
students, teachers and community members who enthusi-
astically related to the images brought out in this author’s
work. 

The former United States Poet Laureateand current New
York State Poet Laureateis the author of eight books; his lat-
est The Trouble with Poetry was for sale along with some of
his earlier works, and many waited in line for a word with
Billy Collins while he signed their copies. 

Our special thanks go to Lisa Anderson and Carol
Conquest who made donations to SCEF to offset the cost
of student tickets.  

Our always helpful volunteer Kevin Kendrick made easy
work of making change for Billy Collins’ many fans as

the author signed the books just purchased.



J. Keith & Karen Rowley

Eileen Ryan

Lorena Salcedo-Watson

Richard & Susan Salomon

James & Mary Sanford

Christine Schaeffer

Robert Schancupp &

Francine Katzman

Jeffrey & Maria Scharpf

Gary Schneider

Carol Schwartz

Joe Seibert

Brittany Sheffey

Fred & Robin Seibert

John & Melinda Smith

Jenney Smith

Harold & Melanie Snedcof

Rhoda Sparrow

Wesley Springhorn & 

Jean Pokorny

David & Cheryl Steinhauer

Spencer Stickley

Sheldon & Florence Stiefeld

John & Dava Stravinsky

Swezey Fuel Company

Scott & Dana Swift

Fran Tabone

Priscilla Teich

Roger & Sava Thomas

Diane Tirico

Ted & Jodi Tomaszewski

Jim & Ceci Tripp

Jeanne Veitch-Rojas

Patricia Wakim

Duane & Myrle Wall

Paul & Melinda Warner

Herman Washington & 

Daryl Jordan

Stephen Weinstein & 

S. Von Wieding

Eugene Westhoff &

Colette Girard

Ralph & Virginia Weston

Thomas & Ellen Williams

Ann S. Wiswall

Lorraine DeVito Weed

The Workout Express

Thomas & Barbara Wright

Leslie Young

Chuck & Karen Zahradka

Frank & Deborah Zampariello

Gary & Diane Zanazzi

Andrew Zimmerman &

Maureen Veitch

The South Country Education Foundation would like to express its gratitude to all those individuals, couples, alumni, and
organizations below for their generous donations.  We are especially pleased to see the widespread support for our effort
to fund innovative programs to enrich the education of our South Country School District students.  The following list
reflects contributors from September 1, 2004 to August 31, 2005.  We have made every effort to include everyone, and we
regret if anyone or any group has been omitted.

SFarhan Ali & Kim Flodin

Taylor Alonso & Patricia Trainor

R. Christian & Lynn Anderson

Lisa Anderson & Marc Rauch

John & Barbara Antos

Robert Apfel & Jai Imbrey

Daniel & Sandra Aragona

Worth & Matilda Austin

Barbara Ball

Edward P. Bank &

Steven R. Narker

Russell & Kathleen Barney

Mariapia Basilico

Alain & Maria Baume

The Baycrafters

Arthur Becker

Jeff Behrens

Jason Belkin

Bellport Bay Sailing Foundation

Bellport High School PTSA

Bellport High School Staff

Bellport Middle School PTA

Bellport Spa

Bellport Teachers' Association

Stanley & Marion Bergman

Richard & Chantal Berman

David W. Bianchi

Tom & Sherry Binnington

Deborah Birnbaum

Ed & Carol Bleser

Dr. Carl Blohmke

Dorothy Bonventre

Harold Brew & Karen Fujii

Joyce Brodie

Brookhaven Eye Surgery, P.C.

Brookhaven PTA

Gary & Lynn Brown

Hugh N. Brown

Michael Browne

Browns of Bellport

Dana Buchman & Tom Farber

Ken & Helen Budny

Carol Burns

Frank Calamita

Chris Calhoun

Graham & Patricia Campbell

Leslie Carroll & Mike Young

Cascading Joy

Robert & Judith Chernaik

Carol Chester

Pete Cisek & Students 

at Frank P. Long School

Jean S. Coakley

Donald & Carol Cole

John & Carol Conquest

Gabrielle Coyne

Jason Crane Landscaping

Verne W. Critz Faculty Club

Verne W. Critz PTA

CRS Homebased Physical Therapy

Anita Cullington

Eugene Cullington

Michael Cullington

Patrick Cullington

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cummings

Gloria Cummings

Thomas & Lynn Curley

Joan Curtis

Rich & Kathie Dallin

Alun Davies & Russell Nardozza

Chuck & Marna Davis

Jeff Davis

Ursula Day

Cecile Defforey

Teresa Dobzeniecki & Jane Letty

Joanne Downs

Loretta Drew

Robert T. Duckworth

Sandra J. Dyer

Roy R. Eddey

Jess & Joyce Edward

Frank R. Egan, D.D.S., P.C.

Eileen Green Realty Corp.

Cheryll Ekster & Gloria Kennedy

Stanley & Susan Esikoff

Robert & Donna Esp

Lois Etzel

Julia Fahey & Ben Rice

Seth & Sara Faison

Suzette Fandale

James & Jill Fedge

Henry Finnegan

Charles & Barbara Flagg

Annalou Fletcher

Chris & Una Fogerty

Patricia Foley

Frank & Joanna Fowler

Glenn & Elly Fujii

Diane Gallagher

Sean & Lisa Gallagher

David & Anne Gassner

Gateway Playhouse

Val Gilliam-Esnes

Josie G. Gluckman

Sue Gorman

Jane Gorrell & James Lansill

Stephen & Patricia Gross

Mark & Lisa Grossman

Thomas Guba

Hai Nails

Ruth T. Hallock

Ron & Evonne Hammond

Joyce Hanly & Paul Hanly

Joseph & Rita Harder

Christine DeLia Harjes

Andrew & Sandra Havens

Haverty Auto Glass

Mary Hamilton Hawkes

Anne Hayes & David Smith

Ira Hayes

Terence & Leslie Healy

Joseph & Elaine Hendrie

Joel E. Hershey

Timothy Hogan

Kim Hollowell

Richard & Susan Hornik

Caryn Horsley

Michael & Lynn Ierardi

Marlies Ihmels

Island Sports Physical Therapy

of Coram

Angela & Will Jansen

Jeff Johnson

Theodore Kamoutsis &

Mario Rodriguez

Keith & Jackie Kendrick

Gloria Kennedy

Richard R. Kennedy

P.S. Knapp

Edward & Barbara Knowles

Mary Knowles & Chris Joinnides

Jane Kober

John & Deb Kocay

Barbara Kouts

Kreamer Street PTA

Elena Brodie Kusa

Dr. & Mrs. Michael LaFever

Lawntasia

Frank & Diane Lento

Libaire & Friends

Lindblad Expeditions

Frank P. Long PTA

Thomas & Consuelo Ludlam

John & Terese Mackie

Carolyn MacLellan

Bob & Elie Mahoney

R.A. Martinson

Ralph & Karen Maust

Roger & Nicole May

Harvey & Marie Louise McChesney

Dr. & Mrs. Brian McGuinness

Ian & Rona McKechnie

Michael & Marilyn McKeown

Carolyn McLellan

Alice McLerran

Charles & Anne Meinhold

Rose Menikos

Howard & Dawn Meyers

Michael P. Mullen

Dennis Miller & Milan Hughston

Francis & Patricia Miller

Jessica Miller & Rob Kapnek

Rob & Louise Miller

Clyde Mitchell & Maureen

Donovan

Michael Mizrahi & Jeff Davies

Ben & Mary Mojallali

Ned & Judy Moran

Malcolm & Linda Morley

Ann Marie Morreale

Craig Morrison

Judy Mott

Michael & Hwasoon Mullaney

Robert & Angela Muller

Scott & Patricia Munson

Phillip & Margaret Munson

Keven Murphy

Plumbing & Heating

MVP Automotive of Bellport

Howard Myers

Bill & Joann Neal

H.F. & S.H. Nelson

Leck Nhotsoubahn

Jack Nickla

Dan & Dolores O'Connor

Paul & Leslie O'Connor

Old Inlet Inn

Laurinel Owen

Palermo Paving, Inc.

Panera Bakery

Jeffrey & Nancy Paradise

Timothy W. Peierls

Diane Pettit

Laurence & Monique Pettit

Greg Pilger

Andrew & Terrie Pipa

Jane Platt & Radey Johnson

Leigh & JoAnne Powell

Victor Principe

Michelle Procida

Alonzo & Margaret Rand

Sarah Rauch

John Renninger

Marie Rice

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Richards

J.P. Roberge

Pete & Robin Roe

Karl & Anne Rohrmeier

Edward & Jeanne Rojas

Bob & Pamela Rosenberg

Fall 2005     



South Country Education Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 512, Bellport, New York  1 1 7 1 3 - 1 5 0 2

SCEF Mission Statement: 
The South Country Education Foundation, Inc. is 
a non-profit organization committed to impro v i n g

educational opportunities for all students in the South Country School
District. Its mission is to promote and enhance educational initiatives
by providing supplemental financial support for projects and pro -
grams that are outside of the South Country School District budget.

HEL P US INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN

Gene Westhoff, President
Lori Klamut, Vice President
Fran Tabone, Vice President
Jackie Kendrick,Secretary

Leigh Powell, Treasurer

Richard Berman
Elena Brodie-Kusa

Art Cooley
Kathie Dallin
Fran Dunton
Tom Dunton
Bill Griffith

Mary P. Haines
Daryl Jordan

Vincent Lynch

Christine Schaeffer
Wes Springhorn

Cheryl Steinhauer
Jill Stewart

Sheldon Stiefeld
Ceci Tripp

Terry Tuthill
Tom Williams
Kerry Young
Terry Young

Will Jansen
Barbara D. Knowles

Howie Meyers

Dava Stravinsky
Robin Young Roe

Diane Zanazzi

Louise Miller
Mary Mojallali

Joann Neal
Dolores O’Connor

Eleanor Mahoney
Nancy Marr

Michael Mullaney
Mindy Munson-Smith

Greg Pilger
John Ringold

John J. Roe, III
Lorie Roth

Karen Rowley

Robin Young Roe, Editor
JoAnne Powell, S C E F logo

Barbara D. Knowles, Design & Production
Searles Graphics, Printer

WE CANNOT REACH OUR GOALS
WITHOUT YOURHELP

$15        $25        $50       Other $

N A M E

S T R E E T

C I T Y S TAT E Z I P

P H O N E E-M A I L

Make your tax-deductible checks payable to:
South Country Education Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 512, Bellport, NY  11713-0512

or pay by credit card

Visa       Mastercard         Discover      Amex

#                                                 Exp.                      

Signature

Michael LaFever, Superintendent, ex officiomember
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