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From the Helm

It is my pleasure to report to you that the
foundation is doing well. We are support-
ing our teachers and students through our
grant program, we are supporting our stu-
dent athletes through our Clipper Classic
Scholarships, we are supporting music
education through the Becker/Gambles
Music Fund; and we are working with community and
national groups to further enrich both the educational and
cultural life in our community. We are thankful for your
continuing support.

The children we are educating now will take our place
in society; they are the future doctors, lawyers, trades peo-
ple, educators, inventors, entertainers and taxpayers. We
must continue to work together to assure that they leave
our schools with everything they need to be productive,
caring and contributing members of society. Our schools
must address their needs and provide each child with the
best, most enriching educational experience possible.

Education includes reading, writing and arithmetic,
but it is much more. We have to turn students into lifelong
lovers of learning. That takes the whole community get-
ting involved, supporting teachers and schools, and
demanding that the schools provide more than just the
basics. We have to focus on making sure that our schools
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excel, that we hire the best and brightest to work with our
students, and that the community is a safe and supportive
place for all our students.

Once again I ask you to use the form on the back page
of this newsletter and make a donation to help us enrich
the educational experience of our children, Thank you.

—GENE WESTHOFF

Daedalus Quartet

Wednesday, October 10, marked the beginning of a new
relationship between the highly acclaimed Daedalus
Quartet and the Bellport community. The quartet is the
recipient of a three year grant from Chamber Music
America to bring the uniting forces of chamber music to
our schools and to the greater Bellport community.

On Wednesday evening, the Quartet performed a
Family Concert at the Victory Church of God in East
Patchogue. The Foundation and the Boys and Girls Club
of the Bellport Area were the local sponsoring groups for
the concert. The format of the concert was different from
the usual in that the group did not play entire pieces, but
rather concentrated on playing individual movements.

They also engaged the audience and helped them to
understand what the composers were doing when they cre-
ated the pieces and what the performers were accomplish-
ing as they played the pieces. The quality of the playing
was outstanding and the obvious joy and love of music was
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evident. Daedalus performed works by Mozart, Beethoven,
Debussy, Shostakovich, Dvorak and Wynton Marsalis.

The Quartet, three of whose members are alumni of
Bellport High School, has given concerts in the communi-
ty and conducted master classes and demonstrations in our
schools for the past five years.

This year Daedalus is embarking on a program which
will include visiting the schools at numerous times
throughout the year, working with students in small
groups and giving two other concerts. The community is
looking forward to these visits.

BHS Class of '57
Celebrates 50 Years

This past September members of the Class of 1957 joined
with faculty and classmates from the classes of ’56 and ’58
to celebrate their 50th high school reunion. The weekend
started off with an ice breaker under the tent at the Pine
Grove Inn on Friday night. A dinner dance was held on

Saturday night at Sunset Harbor with 50’s music provided
by the group “Somewhere in Time.” On Sunday, a good-
bye brunch was held at the Island Grill Diner for over 40
people, many of whom had traveled from as far away as
California, New Mexico, Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Ohio
and Connecticut. As a result of the great response, the class
was pleased to be able to contribute $1,389 to the Thomas
Feeney Memorial Scholarship at Bellport High School.

























